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Origins of Arabic Quadrilitiral Roots in Lisan al-‘Arab:
Lexical and Semantic Study

Salim al-Khammash
Assistant Prof., Dept. of Arabic, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, King
Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This study will attempt to explain the presence of quadriliteral roots
beside some triliteral ones. There are also some sort of semantic relations that
exist between the two beside the verbal and linguistic similarities. These are
present in the form of the three consonants of the triliteral root, with the same
order, in the quadriliteral root forms. Opinions differed on explaining the nature
of this relation between the two forms of Arabic roots. Some see no relation
whatsoever that exist between and the two forms, and stress that both forms are
basic lexical roots. Others, however, perceive the relation as originating from
coining two triliteral forms into one form, or emergeing as a resulte of
derivational development from the triliteral to the quadriliteral roots by the
addition of a forth cosonant. Some modern Arabic linguists, however, believe
that the opposite, that is, the development was of reductional nature in the
equilateral roots and not of extensional one.

This study intends to investigate this issue in a comprehensive manner. It
will apply semantic and lexical analysis to most of the quadriliteral roots in
Arabic, taking into account the lexical and derivational developments attested in
modern Arabic dialects. These dialects show the appearance of quadriliteral
roots that had never been previously attested in classical Arabic.This study
analyzed a large chunk of the Arabic lexicon, represented by about 1427
quadriliteral roots that listed in Lisan al-‘Arab, which met the criteria of this
investigation, aiming at detecting the supposed triliterals sources of some of
these quadrilitearl roots.

Our investigation has shown that 1331 of these roots came as a result of
the addition of a fourth consonan to the trilateral roots.

These results actually conform, to some extant, to the old held view of the
traditional Arab philologists, who maintained that dalagah consonants should
be expected to be an essential part of the form of quadriliteral roots.
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